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Sutton-at-Hone 

Curriculum 
Fulfilling our vision to ensure that ‘no one gets left 

behind’. Luke 15:4, John 10:11 

 

We are God’s family – learning together, loving together,        

growing together – striving to be the best we can be for our-

selves, for God and for others.  

Community   Love   Service   Forgiveness   Perseverance   Thankfulness  

The Lost Sheep 



* 

• The context of the school sets key drivers for the curriculum aspirations 
 

• As a minimum, the curriculum will be based on two-year milestones assessed 
through B.A.D. 
 

• Schools to decide their own subject-specific Knowledge Categories from EYFS to 
Year 13 (with the 7 areas of EYFS broken down subject specifically) 
 

• The curriculum is based on the development of Substantive and Procedural 
Knowledge 
 

• Learning is organised so that new knowledge can be linked to what pupils already 
know - this allows easy access to  information in the future – Schema Theory 
 

• The curriculum is structured to ensure knowledge is embedded through spaced rep-
etition to deepen connections within a schema 
 

• Pedagogies that support this approach are the principles of Rosenshine and Kagan 
 

• Our curriculum develops Cultural Capital. It introduces children to the best that has 
been thought and said, helping them to engender an appreciation of human creativi-
ty and achievement  
 

• A key component of the curriculum is that children learn to think creatively. 
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Sutton-at-Hone CE Primary School 

 

Curriculum Drivers 

Curiosity  
We want our children to be curious about the world, eager to 
learn and confident to ask questions. We encourage our children 
to be inquisitive, questioning through their learning and school 
life experiences. Through the curriculum, we will nurture chil-
dren’s natural curiosity and guide them towards looking at the 
world and noticing, with awe and wonder, the natural and man-
made delights all around us. We want to encourage them to ask 
‘big questions’ about life, religion, nature, science and any other 
area of fascination.   This approach to learning enables inquisi-
tive thinking such as exploration, investigation and nurtures 
problem solvers.  
 

Independence  
We promote the importance of being independent at Sutton-at-
Hone. We want pupils to have the resilience and resourcefulness 
needed to be able to solve problems and be prepared for the 
next stage in their lives. We give our pupils opportunities to take 
on responsibilities within their classes and around the school, 
along with opportunities to be creative and use their own initia-
tive. We aim to promote our children's independence and devel-
op a commitment to learning and self-improvement, both inside 
and outside of the school environment.  
 

Resilience  
We build resilience through fostering children’s understanding 
of emotional regulation and teaching strategies to overcome 
challenge, celebrating those who demonstrate perseverance and 
overcome adversity.   

 

Creativity  
We encourage children to think and work creatively 
through exercising their imagination. In this way, they 
are able to appreciate the beauty in the world and be 
alive to experiences of awe and wonder, thus develop-
ing them spiritually. Children are encouraged to think 
creatively in all that they do and to explore new ways of 
solving problems and answering questions. Children are 
given the knowledge and experiences for future life.  
 
Aspiration  
We want children at Sutton-at-Hone to be the best they 
can be and to challenge themselves as a learner. The 
development of aspirations encourages children to pro-
duce work of high quality and take pride in themselves. 
We will be accessible for all but also challenging. We 
also want children to be aspirational, therefore it is im-
portant that children are encouraged to aim high so 
they are equipped to be aspirational in their future lives.  

Curiosity 
Independence 
Resilience 

Creativity 
Aspiration 

We have developed five curriculum drivers which support our cur-
riculum intent for the children of Sutton-at-Hone. These drivers 
shape our curriculum, bring about the vision, values and aims of 
our school and respond to the particular needs of our community. 
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Curriculum Statement 

INTENT 

At Sutton-at-Hone Primary School, our curriculum incorporates the statutory requirements of the National 
Curriculum 2014 and the Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage 2021, and other experi-
ences and opportunities that best meet the learning and development needs of all the children in our 
school.  We adopt an inclusive practice which mean all children are able to access our curriculum, regardless 
of learning requirements. 

The aim of our curriculum is to ‘Broaden Horizons’ to improve children’s life chances so that they become 
true citizens of the modern world. 

The breadth of our curriculum is designed with three main goals in mind: 

1. To give children appropriate experiences to develop as confident, responsible citizens; 

2. To provide a rich ‘cultural capital’; 

3. To provide a well-constructed, well-taught curriculum that leads to sustained mastery for all children, 
including disadvantaged and special educational needs, ensuring that all children are prepared for their 
next stage of education. 

 

Curiosity 
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APPROPRIATE EXPERIENCES 

Our curriculum has been developed around five key curriculum drivers.  These help to shape our curriculum, 
bring about the vision and values of our school, and respond to the particular needs of our children and com-
munity: 

1 Curiosity – This helps our children to explore, ask questions and investigate, creating a thirst for learning 
and fostering independence. 

2 Independence – This helps our children to develop a commitment to learning and self-improvement, both inside 
and outside of the school environment.  

3 Resilience – This helps our children to have the resilience and resourcefulness needed to be able to solve prob-
lems and be prepared for the next stage in their lives.  

4 Creativity –This helps our children to think creatively in all that they do and to explore new ways of solving prob-
lems and answering questions.  

5 Aspiration –This helps our children to aim high so they are equipped to be aspirational in their future lives.  

CULTURAL CAPITAL 

Cultural capital is the background knowledge that helps our children navigate culture and alters the experi-
ences and opportunities available to them. We believe that a structured approach to reading will develop 
children’s language and comprehension so that they can express themselves in a mature and sophisticated 
way. 

‘The explicit teaching of vocabulary can enrich children’s knowledge and understanding of the world and vo-
cabulary is a useful proxy for a great deal of general knowledge in a range of subject domains.’ Quigley, A 
(2018) Closing the Vocabulary Gap. Oxon:Routledge, 
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A WELL-CONSTRUCTED AND WELL-TAUGHT CURRICULUM 

Our curriculum is underpinned by our five drivers. We use the Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foun-
dation Stage 2021  and the National Curriculum 2014 to shape the content and expectations of our curricu-
lum. The Chris Quigley Essentials Curriculum is used to help us structure this and look at progress within each 
phase. It is structured so that each phase has: 

1. a clear list of the breadth of topics that will be covered; 

2. the ‘Threshold Concepts’ children should understand; 

3. and criteria for progression within the threshold concepts. 

CURRICULUM STRUCTURE 

1. The curriculum breadth for each year group ensures each teacher has clarity with regards to coverage.  As 
well as providing the key knowledge within subjects, it also provides the growing cultural capital. 

2. Threshold concepts are the key disciplinary aspects of each subject.  They are chosen to build conceptual 
understanding within subjects and are repeated over different breadths of study. 

3.  Milestones define the standards at key points for the threshold concepts. 

SUSTAINED MASTERY 

Nothing is learned unless it rests in pupils’ long-term memories. This does not happen, and cannot be as-
sessed, in the short term. Assessment, therefore answers two main questions: 

‘How well are pupils coping with curriculum content?’ and ‘How well are they retaining previously taught 

content?’  
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IMPLEMENTATION 

At Sutton-at-Hone Primary School, our curriculum design is based on evidence from cognitive science; three main 

principles underpin it: 

1) Learning is most effective with spaced repetition. 

2) Interleaving helps pupils to discriminate between topics and aids long-term memory retention. 

3) Retrieval of previously learned content is frequent and regular, which increases both storage and retrieval 

strength. 

In addition to the three principles, we also understand that learning is invisible in the short-term and that sus-

tained mastery takes time.  

Some of our content is subject specific, whilst other content is combined in a cross-curricular approach to develop 

schemas. Continuous provision, in the form of daily routines, replaces the teaching of some aspects of the curricu-

lum and, in other cases, provides retrieval practice for previously learned content.  

IMPACT 

The impact of our curriculum is that by the end of each milestone, the vast majority of pupils have sustained mas-

tery of the content, that is, they remember it all and are fluent in it; some pupils have a greater depth of under-

standing. We monitor carefully to ensure pupils are on track to reach the expectations of our curriculum. Through 

the opportunities to develop their cultural capital, children at Sutton-at-Hone will have a broader base of 

knowledge that will help them to ‘be the best they can be’.  
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Curriculum Structure 
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Curriculum Breadth/Long Term Plans 

https://saintgeorgescofeschool647.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/sites/msteams_26ae2a/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7BF3814BA7-4E42-4423-9FAA-46248C6ABF88%7D&file=History%20curriculum.docx&action=default&mobileredirect=true
https://saintgeorgescofeschool647.sharepoint.com/sites/msteams_26ae2a/Staff Shared Documents/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2Fmsteams%5F26ae2a%2FStaff%20Shared%20Documents%2FCurriculum&viewid=e35a441b%2Dd15c%2D4029%2D8c11%2Df1c2248163ed
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Milestones from Essentials  
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Yearly overviews 

https://saintgeorgescofeschool647.sharepoint.com/sites/msteams_26ae2a
https://saintgeorgescofeschool647.sharepoint.com/sites/msteams_26ae2a
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Medium term plans 
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Timetables 

Points to note: 

RE: FS/KS1-45mins, KS2-60mins per week 

Science: 45 mins - 1 hr per week 

Geog/Hist: alternated every other week 
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Curriculum terms (in a nutshell)   

Information  
An isolated piece of information (a fact) is 

learnt.  
Henry VIII injured his leg while jousting and it never 

healed properly.  

Schema  
That information is added to the schema about 

Henry VIII and the Tudors  

Henry VIII ate huge banquets.  
Henry VIII loved hunting and wresting and travel-
ling around the country.  Jousting was a popular 

sport for Tudor Nobility.  

Knowledge  
Because a large schema has been built, lots of 
connections can be made.  A pupil can speak 

about the subject with confidence.  

Tudor Nobility loved huge banquets.  Henry VIII had 
to stop all the sporting activities because of his inju-
ry and became overweight.  He didn’t always look 

like the famous image of him.  The medical 
knowledge in Tudor times wasn’t that advanced.  

Knowledge 
Categories  

Through POP tasks, a pupil forms an under-
standing of Tudor Society.  By completing the 

tasks, the pupil has proof of Progress.  

Describe the life of a Tudor noble.   

Compare and contrast Tudor nobility with the lives 

of an average Tudor family.    

Tudor Nobility had an easy life: Do you agree with 

this statement? Justify your opinion with evidence.   

  

Threshold 
concepts 

(big ideas)  

Society is a knowledge category that contrib-
utes to the Threshold concept ‘Build an over-

view of World History.’  

Milestones  

If similar schema are built around different pe-
riods of time, then by the end of the 2 year 

phase, the milestone: ‘Give a broad overview 
of life in   

Britain: from ancient to medieval times.’ 
Should have been achieved.  

By learning that piece of information, the pupil has 
taken a step towards reaching that milestone.  
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Information  Isolated facts  

Schema  Schema is a conceptual system for understanding knowledge. When you learn 
information, you organise it into units that are connected.  

Knowledge   When the isolated facts can be connected in schema, it builds knowledge.  

Threshold con-
cepts  

These are the big ideas into which each subject is broken down into.  

Milestones  Attainment goals (end points) for the end of a two year period.  

Knowledge 
Categories  

The Threshold concepts can then be broken down into separate knowledge 
categories.  

POP tasks   Proof of progress - if a child can answer these or do these it is proof of their 
progress.  

B.A.D.  The POP tasks are split into Basic (lower order skills), Advancing (middle order 
skills) and deep (higher order skills).  
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Research documents  

 

https://saintgeorgescofeschool647.sharepoint.com/sites/msteams_26ae2a/Staff Shared Documents/Forms/AllItems.aspx?sortField=Modified&isAscending=false&id=%2Fsites%2Fmsteams%5F26ae2a%2FStaff%20Shared%20Documents%2FCurriculum%2FE2030%20Position%20Paper%20
https://saintgeorgescofeschool647.sharepoint.com/sites/msteams_26ae2a/Staff Shared Documents/Forms/AllItems.aspx?isAscending=false&sortField=Modified&id=%2Fsites%2Fmsteams%5F26ae2a%2FStaff%20Shared%20Documents%2FCurriculum%2FQuigley%20Research%20Eviden
https://saintgeorgescofeschool647.sharepoint.com/sites/msteams_26ae2a/_layouts/15/stream.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2Fmsteams%5F26ae2a%2FStaff%20Shared%20Documents%2FCurriculum%2FQuigley%201%2D1%2Em4v&referrer=OneDriveForBusiness&referrerScenario=OpenFile
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Growth Mindset - 1% 

1% 
At Sutton-at-Hone we use the ‘1%’ philosophy as 

part of our growth mindset approach as a tool to 

enable our children to live out our vision of being 

‘the best they can be’. The 1% approach is used by 

children to identify key areas of learning and self 

improvement that they have reflected on. It is also 

used by adults when giving feedback on learning. 

This approach is modelled by staff in order to 

demonstrate a life long approach to learning.  

The ‘1%’ approach is based on Matthew Syed’s work. 


