
Year 4 – Term 1 
 

We are thrilled to be able to welcome the children back to school after these unprecedented 

months of disruption. Please be assured we will do everything we can to help your child settle 

back into school life and we are sure we will establish a new routine quickly. As a whole school 

staff we have worked hard to build on the experiences from the summer term and to keep up 

to date with current guidance. 

English 
We are starting our learning in English with a book by Oliver Jeffers called ‘Here we are’. This 
is a short unit of work, but the book is a lovely way of reminding the children that we are all 
part of a community.  
 
During the rest of the term we are focusing on the book: “One Plastic Bag” by Miranda Paul. 
We will use this text to write in role, discuss issues raised, write an information leaflet and a 
narrative story. 
 
The focus this term will be our presentation and use of GPS (Grammar, Punctuation and 
Spelling). 
 

Maths 

The children will build on their Year 3 learning and cover areas such as place value to 1,000 

and the four operations of addition, subtraction, multiplication and division.  

 

Term 1 – Our topic is Blue Abyss 

The focus for Blue Abyss is the ocean and sea life, including the impact of plastic on the ocean 

environment. 

 
Science – Living things and their habitats 

During this topic the children will learn about the classification of different types of animals 
and consider the effect that environmental change is having on animals’ habitats. 

PE 

Children will have two sessions a week. Please ensure your child comes into school in their 

PE kit on these days. Even if the weather looks inclement in the morning, or if the forecast is 

predicting rain, please send your child to school in PE kit anyway so we can decide at the time. 

We will be doing outside PE unless the weather is severe. 

 

Blackwell 4 Darwin 4 

Monday – hockey / circuit training Monday – hockey / circuit training 

Wednesday – hockey Thursday – hockey 

 



Forest School 

We have Forest School sessions each week in term 1. Children will stay in their school uniform 

for Forest School and wear their coat if it is cold. They will need to change into wellington 

boots. We would like them to have a pair of wellies that they keep in school so they don’t 

have to remember them each week. Please send in a pair of NAMED wellies as soon as 

possible. We are hoping to start Forest School in the week beginning Monday 7th September. 

Your child’s Forest School session will be on: 

 Blackwell – Tuesday 

 Darwin - Wednesday 

 

Homework 

Homework will be sent home using Google Classroom. Please check Google Classroom 

regularly for homework and for general communications. Please let us know if you have 

problems accessing Google Classroom so we can help to resolve this. 

 

Maths Homework: There will be a weekly piece of homework sent through Google Classroom 

which will consolidate the week’s learning. This will need to be handed in via Google 

Classroom by the due date. Children will be given a week to complete the work. We also 

would like the children to practise their times tables at home through Times Tables Rock Stars 

to support the testing process throughout the week at school.  

 
Spellings: At the beginning of each term we will send home a list of weekly spellings via Google 

Classroom which covers the Year 4 spelling curriculum. We will review the weekly spelling 

rule for a weekly spelling test. Children should practise these words at home, and learn the 

spelling rule; they do not need to hand anything in. 

 

Reading at home: In Year 4 we expect children to read and record between 5-7 times a week 

(20 minutes). Children who manage to read 7 times are rewarded with 5 minutes extra play. 

Topic: The activity sheet to support our topic will be sent home via Google Classroom. 

Children should aim to complete at least one activity per week and hand their work in via the 

Google Classroom. Much as we love to show their work in class, we are not able to do this in 

the current climate, but we can show the photographs they submit via GC. 

 

During these times of uncertainty, we are keen to support you all in any way we can. Please 

put a note in the contact book, or contact us via Google Classroom.  

 

We are looking forward to the year ahead and appreciate your support. 

 

Mrs Dorrian, Mrs Walters and Miss Gotts 


