
Year 1 – Term 2  
English 
During English this term we are focusing on the book ‘Man on the Moon” by Simon Bartram. 
This humorous book introduces children to Bob’s routine existence, which contrasts with his 
exotic day job as a caretaker and tour guide on the moon. While Bob reassures us that there 
is no such thing as aliens, careful scrutiny reveals these little creatures peeking out from 
nearly every illustration. Throughout this term children will continue to have daily phonics, 
guided reading and English lessons. Our main focus in English is on developing writing and 
encouraging the children to become more independent in producing their work. We will be 
doing this though writing letters, retelling stories and considering the feelings of characters.  
We will also be continuing our focus on punctuation- using capital letters, finger spaces and 
full stops.  
 

Maths 

The children will be exploring many areas of Maths.  They will learn to visualise and name 

common 2D and 3D shapes and use them to make patterns, pictures and models.  They will 

be continuing to count to 100 in tens, twos and ones, learning their number bonds to 20 and 

focusing on addition and subtraction strategies. If you would like to help to support your 

child at home, any chanting you can do counting in multiples of 2, 5 and 10 would be a great 

help. Children are natural explorers so discussing the shapes all around you is also a simple 

way of checking their knowledge and understanding.  

 

Topic 

Our Topic focus will continue to be ‘Moon Zoom’. We really enjoyed making our model 

rockets at the end of last term- thank you to everybody who made this possible by sending 

in your junk and recycling! This term, we will be delving deeper into the space race and how 

space exploration has changed over time. As part of our Geography lessons we will be 

looking at satellite images of Earth and describing what we can see. We will be completing 

some Art work based on these images. 

 

Science 

Our work on Everyday materials will continue this term with a big focus on working 

scientifically. This will allow children to work practically and really have the chance to work 

as scientists, making predictions and carrying out experiments of their own. We will also be 

exploring seasonal change, with a big focus on how autumn turns into winter- this will 

mainly be covered through our Forest School sessions, of which there will be 2 this term.  

 

 

 

 



PE 

Children will have one session per week. As the weather turns colder and wetter we will 

mainly be using our indoor PE space but will still occasionally be venturing outside when the 

weather allows us to.  Therefore, children need to have a full PE kit in school at all times.  

Please ensure all items are named as children have a tendency to spread out when they are 

getting changed and we are frequently having to put items in lost property. 

 

Reading at home- We send reading books home daily and recommend that you (or another 

adult/ older sibling at home) try to listen to your child every day, even if it’s only for 5 

minutes! Children will still be awarded reading champion certificates for reading at least 3 

times but we do strongly recommend that they are listened to every day. Please make sure 

you always record when your child has read at home in their records, otherwise we won’t 

be able to reward them appropriately. We have been so pleased with the amount of 

children who are reading regularly and would like to thank you for your efforts. It is making 

a huge difference to their confidence and we have noticed a real improvement in their 

work.   

We are going to be trialling a new system with our home reading books. From Monday 11th 

November, children will bring 2 books home. They will continue to bring books from their 

current reading level (Biff and Chip books) but, in addition to this, will bring a book which is 

based on their phonic knowledge and what we have been learning in class. It is entirely your 

choice which book you would like to read with your child and you may alternate as much as 

you wish. Biff and Chip books will continue to be changed as and when they are finished. 

However, as the phonics books are there to help to develop fluency in reading, they will be 

changed less frequently as we hope that in having the books for a longer period will really 

allow your children to become more familiar and confident with their sounds.  

Forest School- We will have 2 sessions this term, please send your child into school with 

their forest school kit in a named carrier bag on these days. As the weather has turned 

colder and wetter, we advise that they have wellies and warm clothing for both forest 

school sessions as we anticipate that the woodland will be very muddy! Both classes will 

have Forest School on- Tuesday 26th November and Tuesday 3rd December.  

 

Home learning- please encourage your child to complete one piece per week to the best of 

their ability. House points will be awarded for effort, presentation and interest. Home 

learning books will be marked and returned by Friday afternoon.  

  
We are looking forward to another busy and exciting term! 

Mrs Coleman, Miss Orrell and Mrs Peake



 


