
 

Year 5 Newsletter 

Term 1 

DEAR PARENTS / CARERS 

We would like to welcome you all back to Year 5. 
We hope you had a brilliant summer and are feeling 
refreshed for another busy term. We have many 
exciting learning opportunities planned for both 
Ainslie and Lomachenko classes. We are looking 
forward to sharing the children’s learning with you. If 
you have any queries about anything in this letter or 
any particular issues, then please make sure you 
speak to us to see how we can help. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ENGLISH 

In line with our Tudor topic, we will be basing our 
learning on Tudor Tales: The Thief, the Fool and the 
Big Fat King (Terry Deary's Historical Tales). It is a 
brilliant book, enabling the children to access the 
Tudor topic whilst ensuring that they are 
encountering quality literature. We will be focusing 
on our high year 5 expectations and developing their 
language skills. In addition we will be working on 
their GPS terminology, sentence starters and 
descriptive noun phrases. 
To help at home, it would be good if you could talk 
to your child about their learning and ask them to 
explain what the following words mean noun, verb, 
determiner, adverb, and pronoun. As you read with 
them, investigate and see how authors vary their 
sentence openers and use good description to add 
interest for the reader. Read newspapers and non-
fiction pieces to compare how these are used.  

 

 
 

MATHS 
Within maths this term, we will be focusing on place 
value and addition and subtraction. Understanding 
how we use numbers and understand a number’s 
value by it place. We will also be looking at Negative 
numbers and Roman numerals. See if you can spot 
them as you go about your day! 
As you shop talk about rounding for example how 
£6.95 is almost £7.00 or how £435 is nearer to 400 
than 500. 
 

TERM 1 - OFF WITH HER HEAD 
This topic is one that really captures the children’s 
imagination. We have a trip to Leeds castle but 
viewed through Henry VII’s eyes (Roman 
numerals!). We will investigate Henry’s family tree 
and look at the circumstances of Anne Boleyn’s 
death. They will even be lawyers in a trial. 
You could enhance your child’s learning by visiting 
Hall Place in Crayford to see a Tudor house, or 
research how houses today are different from Tudor 
houses. Do you know of any Tudor buildings in the 
local area?  

 
SCIENCE – PROPERTIES AND 
CHANGING OF MATERIALS 
We will be looking at the 
properties of materials 
and reversible and 
irreversible changes in 
science. Looking at how 
objects insulate and 
conduct heat and what 
makes a good insulator. 
Have discussions about 
why coats are good, or 
why we only wear flip 
flops in the summer. 
 

 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
PE 
Children will have two sessions a week. Please 
ensure your child has appropriate clothing. We will 
be doing outside PE unless the weather is severe. 
 

Ainslie 5 

Tuesday – outdoor – tag rugby 
Thursday – indoor - gymnastics 

Lomachenko 5 

Friday – outdoor – tag rugby 

Tuesday – indoor - gymnastics 

 
 

HOMEWORK 
Maths Homework:  
There is a weekly core maths skills sheet which is 
separated into columns that denote difficulty.  
Children should spend around 20 minutes doing as 
much as they can.  In addition, they can build up 
rewards by practising on Times Tables Rock Stars. 
 
Spellings:  
Spelling sheets will be sent home to learn with tests 
done weekly.  We recommend using methods such 
as; look, cover write, check; pyramid spelling; 
looking the word up in a dictionary or mnemonics. 
 
Reading at home: Reading is a vital part of 
developing a child’s imagination and literacy skills. 
So, we expect children to read at least 5 times a 
week and their reading journals must be brought in 
everyday with comments already completed. 

 
FOREST SCHOOL 
We have two Forest School sessions in term 1. On 
these days, please send in appropriate old, outdoor 
clothing e.g. tracksuit, wellies or old trainers. 
 
Friday 20th September 
 
Friday 4th October  
 

SCHOOL TRIP 

As you already know, we are visiting Leeds castle 
on the 27th of September. We are very excited about 
the trip and are looking forward to seeing how it 
impacts the children’s learning. 
 
Please make sure they have full school uniform with 
trainers. A disposable packed lunch. Do not worry 
about pocket money. 
 

REMINDERS 

We are trying to encourage a bit of independence in 
year 5 so if you could encourage them to pack their 
own school bags and to remember their own 
equipment, and PE kit, we would appreciate it. 
 
They will need to bring a full water bottle daily. 
Learning is thirsty work! 
 
At the end of the day, we will only dismiss the 
children when we have seen their parent of carer, so 
please make sure you have made yourself seen. 
 
If you have any queries, please write a note in their 
contact books, if not, then please grab us at the end 
of the day or make an appointment through the 
office. 
 

 


