
 

Year 2 – Term 1 

Autumn 2020 

ENGLISH 

This term we will be reading a number 
of pirate stories and traditional tales.  
We will be looking at some old 
favourites too, such as the Lighthouse 

Keeper’s Lunch, making sandwiches and writing 
instructions and recipes and developing our 
descriptive writing.  There will be an emphasis on 
developing a joined-up handwriting script so there 
will be lots of practice in class!  You can help at 
home by providing opportunities for your child to 
write freely and for fun at home, for example making 
shopping lists, writing stories etc, and by 
encouraging them to join their letters when they do 
so.

 

 
 
 

READING 
In Year 2, children join the Accelerated 
Reading program.  This means your child will 
take an online quiz in school designed to test 
their comprehension.  The quiz will generate a 
ZPD (a reading range) compatible with your 
child’s level of understanding and he or she will 
then choose reading books from within that 
range. Please note that this may be different to 
previous books that they have brought home, 
this is due to the fact that they are focusing 
much more on comprehension as well as 
decoding the words.  After reading each book, 
your child will complete a short quiz in class 
before choosing another.  Whilst AR monitors 
your child’s progress in ‘reading for meaning’, 
we would encourage all children to read widely 
and for pleasure.  You can help by taking trips 
to the library and helping your child select other 
books to read alongside their school book.  All 
reading is monitored and rewarded. 

MATHS 

This term, the children will be embedding their 
knowledge of Place Value. We will be further 
developing their problem solving, reasoning and 
critical thinking skills. We will be introducing a 
range of formal and informal calculation strategies 
for addition and subtraction.  We will also be using 
our Times Tables Rockstar learning platform to 
practice and hone our multiplication skills in the 
twos, fives and tens.  You can help at home by 
counting in these steps with your child and 
encouraging them to log on and take part in the 
TTR online activities and league tables. 

SCIENCE 
 
Our science topic this autumn is 
Everyday Materials. This will involve 
classifying materials, describing their 
properties and exploring how they are 
manufactured or collected.  We will also 
be looking at floating and sinking as we 
get hands on with our practical science. 

TOPIC: HISTORY AND 
GEOGRAPHY                 

Our first Topic is ‘Land Ahoy’. The 
children will be learning about pirates 
and explorers and about the world’s 
oceans and seas.  The topic will be 
launched with a fun and informative trip to Chatham 
Dockyard where the children will be building and 
racing boats, making their own rope and going 
aboard with Pirate Pip.   In class, they will be 
painting seascapes, singing sea shanties and 
composing their own stormy seas music. 
 



 

REMINDERS 

Autumn 2020 

 

PE 
 
Children will have two PE sessions a week; one 
indoor and one outdoor. In addition, they will enjoy 
a 15 minute daily ‘Golden Mile’. Please ensure 
your child has appropriate clothing and footwear, 
especially for outdoor PE, as cold children tend to 
be very miserable children! Earrings will need to 
be removed or covered with your own tape. 
PLEASE ENSURE ALL ITEMS OF CLOTHING 
AND FOOTWEAR ARE CLEARLY NAMED. 
Edwards Class: 
Indoor on Thurs/Outdoor on Tuesday 
Maughan Class: 
Outdoor on Wed/Indoor on Friday 
 

 
 

FOREST SCHOOL 
 
Edwards and Maughan classes will be visiting 
the Forest School for three sessions this term.  
We will be looking at still life, patterns and 
textures.  Please ensure your child has 
appropriate outdoor clothing as we will be 
outside regardless of weather.  This usually 
includes long trousers, a long sleeved jumper or 
top and a pair of wellies. 
Dates:  Thursday 12.09 
             Thursday 19.09 
             Thursday 26.09 

HOME LEARNING 

Reading is a priority for our school, 
therefore, we expect to see daily 
reading in their reading logs.  As 
mentioned above, reading activity will 
be monitored and rewarded with house 
points.  In addition, there will be a home 
learning sheet to support our topic Land 
Ahoy and weekly spellings. 

If you have any questions, please do not 
hesitate to ask or pop a note in your 
child’s contact book. 
 
We will be hosting a parent information 
meeting in the classrooms on Thursday, 
12th September or 19th September at 
2:45 pm.  We look forward to meeting 
you all then. 
 

Mrs O’Brien and Mr Goodchild 

 
 

 



 

 

 


