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Academy Consultation Process 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
Everyone at Sutton-at-Hone Church of England Primary School works together to provide exciting 
teaching and learning for all our children and we look forward to welcoming you child(ren) to the 
school in September 2016.  
 
Our school is already very successful, but it is important that we plan for the future and ensure we 
build on the strengths of the school to ensure we continue to provide the best education for our 
children. 
 
As part of its strategic role, the school’s Governing Body has been reviewing the school’s approach 
and position regarding Academy conversion in response to recent changes in Government (DfE) 
policy and advice from the Rochester Diocesan Board of Education (RDBE). 
 
An Academy school is a publicly funded independent school. Any school can decide to become an 
Academy and increasing numbers of schools are considering whether they should convert to 
Academy status in the future. 
 
The Governing Body has established a Working Party, led by the Vice Chair of Governors, to further 
understand the benefits and disadvantages of becoming an Academy instead of a local authority 
school. The Working Party recently shared an update with the Governing Body on its latest findings 
and has recommended that the views of our community should be further understood before any 
recommendation is developed. 
 
The Governing Body has established 3 key questions it is seeking to answer in its investigations: 
 
Primary Question: 

 Would Academy conversion be in the best interests of the children at Sutton-at-Hone CofE 
Primary School? 

 
Secondary Questions (should the Governors conclude that Academy conversion would be 
beneficial to the school): 

 What format of Academy structure would be most beneficial to Sutton –at-Hone CofE 
Primary School? 
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 What are the key aspects of the provision at Sutton-at-Hone CofE Primary School that should 
be protected/maintained? 

 
In order to help the Governing Body in reaching a decision, we would very much like to hear from 
you about whether you think Academy conversion would be in the best interests of the children at 
Sutton-at-Hone CofE Primary School. 
 
We are also consulting the staff and wider community, including the Diocese, the local Church and 
our local partners. This is a very important decision facing the Governing Body and the Governors 
believe this consultation is vital to ensure they make an informed decision regarding the future of 
the school. 
 
The Governors are committed to an open and transparent consultation process and will be sharing 
all documentation and information, as well as responses to questions raised during the consultation, 
via the school website (under ‘School Info’ menu).  
 
To open the consultation and share the knowledge already gained, the Working Party has produced 
extensive background information and a list of Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) which will 
provide you with some facts/figures and, hopefully, answer any questions you may have. The 
document is available on the school website. 
 
The consultation process will run for 6 weeks from Friday 10th June 2016 to Friday 22nd July 2016 and 
there are a variety of ways you can share your views with us: 
 

 You can attend one of our open community meetings with the Headteacher/Governors at 
the school: 

o Tuesday 21st June 2016 at 8:45am 
o Wednesday 29th June 2016 at 7:00pm 

 You can complete an online questionnaire at https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/YVDT5GV 
(also available in digital format on the school website or paper copy via the school office) 

 You can email Headteacher/Chair of Governors/Governing Body Working Party at 
office@sutton-at-hone.kent.sch.uk 

 You can write to the Headteacher/Chair of Governors/Governing Body Working Party at the 
school address (Church Road, Sutton-at-Hone, Dartford, Kent DA4 9EX) 

 
Further to the above, if you would like to arrange a 1:1 meeting with the Headteacher/Governors, 
please contact the school office. 
 
We look forward to hearing your views and please be assured that the Governing Body believes that 
sharing all views and opinions is vital in supporting them in making the right decision for the pupils 
of our school now and in the future. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Mr D. Harbud, Chair of Governors    Miss L. Goulding, Headteacher 
On behalf of the Governing Body 
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