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Developing a ‘Lifelong love of learning’ 
 
Developing lifelong learners is a core value of Sutton-at-Hone CE Primary School and is a goal of modern 
education today. With the twenty-first century changing so fast it is essential that our children and us as 
teachers remain open to continuous learning. 
 
What do we mean by ‘Lifelong Learners’? 
The ability to learn is a sustainable skill, which children take into the future and is paramount to success. The 
ability to reflect and question is an important skill for learners and teachers to develop (Posner, 1996). 
 
Ways to encourage children to remain open to new learning, self development and personal growth: 
 
• We will encourage our children to tackle problems and be open to opportunities to learn. 
We need to give them problems that are realistic and relevant to them. 
• Both at school and at home children becoming life long learners benefit greatly from a culture where not 
only is it acceptable to make mistakes but that they are essential in order to focus future learning. Rename 
‘mistakes’ as ‘learning experiences’. 
• We will give our children time to reflect on their learning and opportunities to apply and transfer skills to 
new situations. 
• Both at school and at home we need to develop a culture where children are excited about learning and 
improvement 
• Ask questions like “What did you learn today?” and “What would you change to make it better?” 
• Encourage children to keep a journal with their own personal reflections and learning. 
• Learn about successful people to see how they have been continuous learners. 
 
Lifelong Learners are independent learners. They are able to identify and focus on an area for development 
and persevere on tasks aimed at improving the specific skill. Children will improve their skills at identifying 
areas of strength and areas for development and have the confidence to tackle those problems head on. They 
will also experiment with a range of learners styles and not be afraid to try new ones.  
 
One of the best ways to help children become lifelong learners is to model this trait yourself. Ralph Waldo 
Emerson said: “What you are speaks so loudly, they can’t hear what you say”. Children take your lead. If they 
see you hesitate when confronted with a learning opportunity they will often do the same, approach new 
learning with wonderment and excitement.  
 
In developing the whole child as lifelong learners across all areas we need to remember that there is more to 
life than intellectual development. Children need to continue to learn and grow in their social, physical, family 
and spiritual aspects as well. 
 
Continuing the learning process outside of the school day is valuable for the following reasons: 
 
1. It can help children to make more rapid progress in learning. 
2. It is an important tool in developing independent learning skills, which will prepare them for later life, both 
in the short term at Secondary school and for the rest of their life. 
3. It provides opportunities for the application of skills learnt at school in real life situations. 
4. It is a good way to involve parents and other role models in the children’s work and overall education. 
 
  



What will it look like at our School? 
 
Maths: 
Mathematical learning experiences will be set weekly by the teacher who teaches the child for Maths. It may 
involve a task applying specific skills, a worksheet practising specific skills, a task set on an internet based 
provider (for example Maths Whizz) or some research.  
English: 
We want all of our children to develop a love of reading and a joy of books. This includes reading a range of 
books, magazines, comics, newspapers etc. and sharing stories with an adult. Listening to stories continues to 
be an important part of children’s reading development.  Reading skills should be practised daily, and this 
should be recorded in a reading journal. Once a child is a fluent reader we expect them to keep a log of their 
reading in their reading record book/journal. Expectations for journal entries will be specified by the class 
teacher at the start of the year. 
 
Writing will be developed through project and topic based work. Spellings will be practised at home weekly 
through learning spelling patterns and through practising handwriting of key words.  
 
Teachers understand that children within their class are working at different levels and will set appropriate 
home learning with regard to that.  
 
Topic/Project work: 
In order to maintain a good variety of learning opportunities and give children the opportunity to develop a 
variety of learning styles, work will be set based on the topic for that term. A set of activities will be devised by 
the class teachers with input from the children and parents. These must include a comprehensive range of 
subject areas and most importantly be appealing to the children. In order to foster that enthusiasm and love 
of learning we need to encourage the children to want to do it. 
 
The activities set will be credited with house points. Children will choose from the ‘menu’ of activities and will 
work through them at their own pace. KS2 children will be expected to complete at least one task per week 
and bonus house points will be given to reward extra effort. 
 
Children can suggest tasks which could be added to the ‘menu’ throughout the term once they are agreed by 
the class teacher. The project based work will be recorded in an ‘Own-work’ book. This will comprise of 
drawings, photographs, written reports etc. The menu will be clear to parents and children that the tasks can 
be completed in any order. 
 
In order to be of the highest value the topic work set MUST be challenging and exciting and wherever 
possible, allow children to develop their own independent way of working. 
 
Summary of weekly Home Learning expectations 
Maths – weekly task set either on paper or on Maths Whizz 
Reading – daily and recorded in reading journal 
Writing – weekly spellings (through patterns and handwriting practise) 
Cross curricular – completing tasks from Home Learning menu 
 
Feedback by teachers 
All home and ‘Own’ learning will be marked in accordance with our feedback policy. The effort that has gone 
into the work will usually form the main focus of the marking/feedback. 
 
How can Parents/Carers help? 
 
1. Be lifelong learners yourselves, show your children how you are developing your skills everyday in real life 
situations. 



2. Share your child’s home and ‘Own’ learning books, be positive and encouraging. 
3. Try to make sure that there are suitable working conditions at home. 
4. Help your child to organise his or her time to best advantage so that things are not left until the last minute 
or even forgotten. 
5. Take a positive and active interest in your child's work at home rather than just insisting that it is done. 
6. Let us know if there are problems that you cannot resolve. Perhaps your child seems to be doing too much, 
or not enough, or is finding it too easy or too difficult. Contact the class teacher in the first instance who will 
be glad to help. 
 
Failure to hand in homework (Specifically set tasks) 
 
We expect all children to give in completed homework on time. This gives them the valuable experience of 
working to deadlines and facilitates staff with their marking schedules. Teachers keep a class record of 
homework as it is handed in, if homework is not given in appropriate action is taken: 
• The class teacher will have a discussion with the pupil to find out if there are good reasons for the failure to 
hand in the work. 
• The class teacher may contact the parents. 
• Pupils may be told to attend a lunch time study session to complete the work. 
• If a pupil has had difficulty completing their homework due to a lack of understanding of a particular skill, 
they must discuss this with their class/set teacher.  
 


